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Abstract Original Article

Surveying Birjand faculty members’, paramedical and
nursing students' viewpoints on educational evaluation plan

Masood Ziaee!, Mohamadreza Miri?, Shima Motevali2

Background and Aim: The aim of educational evaluation is to improve learning and create a suitable
situation for academic staff. The present study was performed to assess the viewpoints of BUMS teachers
and students regarding the evaluation plan and the effect of it on educational development.

Materials and Methods: The present study was a cross-sectional and descriptive-analytical one. It was
performed in the second half of the academic year 2008-9 in Birjand University of Medical Sciences.

The study sample included 79 faculty members and 321 paramedical and nursing students. Their opinions
were separately studied using two questionnaires for students and faculty members. Content validity and
reliability of the two questionnaires employed were confirmed by respective specialists. The gathered data
was analyzed by means of SPSS software (V: 16) and Chi-square at the significant level 0<0.05.

Results: It was found that 76 % of faculty members believed that evaluation had some positive effects
leading to the betterment of the process of teaching. But, %74.7 of them believed that some changes in the
process should take place. Besides, %69.9 of the faculty members thought that the questionnaires were
irresponsibly and carelessly filled out by the students.

On the other hand, %59.5 of the students believed that the results of the evaluation were not considerably
taken into account. They believed that evaluation forms were not suitable evaluative means for teaching.

Conclusion: The results of the present study showed that most of faculty members and students are not
optimistic about evaluation plan. Therefore, assuring students and teachers of the effectiveness of evaluation
regarding the improvement of educational condition will result in more responsibility in students and more
motivation in their teachers.
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